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 All my Bombs.
Hundreds of thousands of people in Switzerland are joint 
owners of cluster bombs. Unwittingly.
By Christian Schmidt

FOCUS: CLUSTER BOMBS

US manufacturer Textron uses the slogan “Clear victories, clean battlefields“ 
to advertise its latest cluster bombs.
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Christian Schmidt is a freelance 
journalist and has been a member of 
the Management Council at World 
Without Mines since January 2012.
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FOKUS: STREUBOMBEN

Please support World 
Without Mines with your 
donation. Many thanks!

Cluster bombs are individual, large 
bombs carrying up to 400 small 
bombs inside which are ejected after 
being dropped. These bomblets 
create a dense carpet of explosions, 
destroying all life. The last use 
of cluster bombs was by Muammar 
Ghadhafi in Misrata. Against his 
own people.

Older generations of cluster bombs 
have a dud rate of up to 40 percent. 
If they don’t detonate, they become 
deadly landmines. 112 countries – 
including Switzerland – have, there- 
fore, banned these weapons. Not 
banned are modern cluster bombs, 
however, of which only a maxi- 
mum of 1 percent do not explode 
according to the manufacturers. 
A technical advancement which is of 
little use: Even one single dud is 
life threatening and results in the se- 
vere restriction of the living en- 
vironment for the population con- 
cerned.

UBS continues to invest in cluster 
bomb manufacturer Textron and 
is among the ten largest institutional 
investors of the armaments group.

Credit Suisse invests in Textron 
through its ETF Fund. In 2011 it or- 
ganised a conference which enabled 
cluster bomb manufacturers to 
present themselves at their best.

Who is doing a roaring trade?

Cluster bombs are also mines.




