
„We show solidarity”

20 years of World Without Mines. President of the Board 
Claudine Bolay and Board member Emanuel Christen 
look back.

It’s really just down to chance that World Without Mines 
exists.

Claudine Bolay: Yes. I heard on the grapevine that Ema-
nuel Christen was giving a talk about land mines. At that 
time, in 1997, Emanuel was working for the ICRC, making 
prostheses for the victims of accidents with land mines. He 
had seen and experienced a lot, too much. Now he was com-
mitted to fighting against these perfidious weapons. I myself 
knew nothing about the subject, but I was very impressed by 
Emanuel’s talk. Afterwards, I called him and asked whether 
he would be interested in working together. 

Emanuel Christen: Of course I was interested. My prosthe-

1

Volume 19
No. 2 / September 2017 N e w s l e t t er

1
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In 1997, Claudine Bolay and Emanuel Christen, together with 
Monique Bolay, established the World Without Mines Foundation.

ses were good, but it would be 
so much better to make them 
unnecessary – i.e. to defuse the 
mines before they caused any 
injury. 

What were the next steps?
Bolay: My sister Monique, 

Emanuel and I set up the 
World Without Mines Foun-
dation. The first thing we did 
was address the problem of a 
village in Mozambique that 
had been surrounded by a ring 
of land mines for many years 
and had no chance of a future.

Actually, it’s incredible that 
private organisations have 
to take action. Clearing the 
mines should be the responsi-
bility of the armies that were 
involved, or at least the gov-
ernments of those countries.

Christen: Yes, it’s true. But 
we do it because we want to 
show solidarity with the peo-
ple who are affected. Once you 
have seen what it means to 
live surrounded by mines, you 
can’t do anything other than 
help.

Bolay: What’s more, most 
mine clearance organisations 
only deal with densely popu-
lated areas. The more remote 
regions are left to their own de-
vices. But it is precisely those
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regions which are most dependent on outside help, because 
the people there are poor and are threatened with starvation 
if they can’t access their land. So that’s why we concentrate on 
those regions.

When you look back, which project do you remember most 
of all?

Bolay: I went to Bosnia in the year 2000, five years after the 
end of the war. I was very shocked when I found just how many 
mines there were. I had to be careful at every step; my life was 
in constant danger. I was equally affected by a journey through 
Laos. I saw farmers and their sons looking for cluster muni-
tions from the Vietnam War. That’s right: three decades after 
the end of the war. Their equipment was very primitive. It was 
obvious that some of them would not survive. So we work very 
hard in both those countries.

Since then, World Without Mines has cleared an area equiva-
lent to a strip one metre wide and 10,500 kilometres long – the 
distance from Zurich to Singapore. 

Bolay: We owe this success to our donors. It is only thanks 
to their generosity that we can achieve so much. Thousands of 

people have now regained their livelihoods – they can fetch water, 
farm their land and gather firewood and their children can go to 
school. At the same time, we are also able to help some of the vic-
tims to earn a living. In its mine clearance work, World Without 
Mines always uses local experts from the countries in question. 
That’s an important side benefit of our work. 

Despite the global campaign against land mines, the annual 
number of victims of mines is currently rising dramatically, by 
75% in 2015 alone. The main reason is the wars in Afghanistan, 
Syria and Iraq. In addition, the biggest sponsors of mine clear-
ance – the USA, Norway, Japan, Germany and Australia – have 
reduced their commitment by about a quarter. What do you have 
to say about that?

Christen: When I joined the ICRC in the 70s, I was very soon 
ready to give up. I was making prostheses, but the numbers of 
the injured were increasing all the time. It was a Sisyphean task. 
Then one of my colleagues said something to me that I have never 
forgotten: „Either you are broken by the misery, or you break the 
misery itself.” He was so right. I can’t help all the victims, but I 
can support a great many individuals. That is really important. 
Every individual outcome counts.

Bolay: It’s the same for me. When I see what we are achiev-
ing in concrete terms, it keeps on giving me hope – and it mo-
tivates me, too. But I admit, it’s not always easy.

But there is good news, too. In February 2017, Algeria an-
nounced that it had cleared its last land mines and a little 
later Belarus – nine years late – completed the destruction of 
3.4 million stockpiled land mines.

Bolay: That encourages us, and gives us hope. In any case, 
World Without Mines will continue its work. We are involved 
in some very important projects, are highly regarded and have 
excellent connections. 

Christen: I feel very optimistic about the future. If we have 
managed to clear a distance of over 10,000 kilometres since we 
began, as far as Singapore, then I hope that in the next twenty 
years we’ll get right around the globe …

20 years of World Without 
Mines in figures:

10,549,355 square metres
of land demined

200,000 people
informed about the risk from mines 
and other residue of war

7,186,367 Swiss francs
invested in mine clearance and 
awareness-raising projects

50,000 explosive devices
made safe

12 countries
made more secure

15,000 hours
of unpaid work by the Foundation 
Board

41,595 sponsors
have made donations to help World 
Without Mines

THE FOUNDATION BOARD

The Board of World Without Mines 
currently has the following members:

•	Claudine Bolay Zgraggen

•	Emanuel Christen

•	Henriette Eppenberger

•	Thomas Fluri

•	Carol Hofer

•	Reto Nigg

•	Christian Schmidt
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Somaliland

Public information service, encour- 
agement to hand in weapons and 
munitions.

Azerbaijan

Support for an emergency mine clear- 
ing team which cleared 778,855 m2 
of land.

Democratic Republic of Congo

Increasing public awareness of 
the risk from mines, and marking 
of mined areas.

South Sudan
Information for children and 

teenagers about the risk 
from mines and explosive  

ordnance.

Zimbabwe
Clearance of a ring of mines that 
prevented access to water 
sources and agricultural land. Cambodia

Support for a local demining 
organisation engaged in clear- 

ing military ordnance.

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Clearing of minefields in Donj Vakuf 
and, from 2017, in the municipality 
of Gornji Vakuf-Uskoplje.
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Launching of the 
Ottawa Convention
In Ottawa, 121 count- 
ries sign the con- 
vention banning 
anti-personnel 
mines.

Laos
Clearing of cluster munitions 
and other explosive residue 
from the Vietnam War.

Angola
Mine clearance with a 
team of local female 
deminers who intend 
 to clear about 
40,000 m2 of land.

Nagorno-Karabakh

Demining and release for use of 
862,000 m2 of agricultural land by 
an 8-man mine clearing team.

„I can’t help all the victims, 
but I can support a great 
many individuals. That is 
really important. Every indi- 
vidual outcome counts.”
Emanuel Christen

Founding of GICHD
The Geneva Inter- 
national Centre 
for Humanitarian 
Demining begins 
its work.

Convention on 
Cluster Munitions
The international 
treaty banning clus- 
ter munitions comes 
into force.

Mozambique

Demining of 1,297,086 m2 of land 
and information about the risk from 
mines, disseminated through 
radio plays, theatre and film.

SMART system
Sponsorship of GPS technology 
which improves mine clearance 

using detection dogs.Cambodia
Financing of safety jackets, 

helmets, radios and other 
material for mine clearing.

Algeria becomes 
mine-free
The country suc- 
ceeds in eliminating 
all anti-personnel 
mines using its own 
resources.

Nepal becomes 
mine-free
Five years after the 
end of the civil war, 
the government 
declares the country 
mine-free.

UN launches Mine 
Awareness Day
The UN General 
Assembly declares 
4 April National 
Mine Awareness 
Day.

USA announces end 
to anti-personnel 
mine production
However, the USA re- 
mains the only NATO 
country not to have 
signed the Ottawa 
Convention.

Princess Diana 
visits mine fields 
in Angola
Her commitment 
alerts a wider public 
to the problem 
of land mines.

First use of IMSMA 
in Kosovo
Since then, the Swiss 
software has simpli- 
fied data processing 
about mine clearing 
activities around 
the world.

Improvised explo- 
sive devices
So-called IEDs were 
used extensively 
in Afghanistan and 
have subsequently 
been used in Iraq.

Training centre for 
mine detection dogs
In Sarajevo, the 
Norwegian People’s 
Aid organisation 
opens a training 
centre for mine 
detection dogs.

Mozambique be- 
comes mine-free
After over 20 years 
of work, the last 
mine is cleared 
and the country is 
officially declared 
mine-free.

Bosnia-Herzegovina
Production of special teaching resources 
and education for children and adults 
about the correct way to deal with the 
hazards posed by land mines.
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SUCCESSES: LAOS

Education thanks to demining
Laos is regarded as one of the poorest countries in South- 
East Asia. However, in recent years the economy has 
been experiencing an upturn. The work of World Without 
Mines has helped in this.

After the end of the Vietnam War, over 80 million unexplod-
ed bombs, mines and other explosive ordnance remained in 
Laos. That is why, since 2008, World Without Mines has 
been working with a local organisation called UXO Lao, and 
its commitment has contributed to some major successes in 
the province of Khammouane.

One example is the new secondary school in the village of 
Khok. Because the old school was too small to accommodate 
all the pupils, many children had to travel 16 kilometres 
to the nearest town for their education. When, in autumn 
2015, the local education authority secured funding to ex-
tend the school building, UXO Lao was commissioned with 
demining the site. 

The team conducted a painstaking search of 19,000 
square metres of the school site and found 52 so-called 
„bombies” (BLU-26 cluster munitions). Once they had been 
destroyed, the school building could safely be extended by 
four extra classrooms. The new wing has been open since 
October 2016 and means that 78 pupils can be educated 
close to home. The parents, children and teachers in the 
village of Khok are very happy about this and would like to 
thank the sponsors of World Without Mines for their gener-
ous assistance.

Eliminating a hazard: before a new school could be built in Khok, the site 
had to be cleared of cluster munitions.

Here’s what World Without 
Mines has achieved in 
Khammouane Province:

•	6,450,179 square metres of land 
	 cleared, over 80% of it agricultural 
	 land

•	23,978 cluster munitions removed

•	45,585 people can now use the 
	 cleared land

•	55,423 people have been trained in 
	 how to handle cluster munitions

•	26 schools and 17 infrastructure 
	 buildings like hospitals, markets 
	 and community buildings have 
	 been constructed thanks to the 
	 demining.

Please support our mission 
against mines and 
cluster munitions by making 
a donation.
Thank you very much!
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SUCCESSES: BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA

For the children it’s a game, for the adults a secure livelihood: 
raspberry harvest in Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Raspberries are top exports

Our work shows how former minefields can contribute 
to an economic upturn.

There have been some changes in Bosnia-Herzegovina: fields 
of berries, fruit and vegetables now dominate the landscape. 
Raspberries have even become a leading export. The country, 
whose economic growth is still essentially sluggish, is now 
among the top ten raspberry-exporting countries in the world. 
In figures: annual production has increased from 700 tonnes 
in 2004 to about 20,000 tonnes, of which 90% is exported.

We have played our part in this success. Since 2005, World 
Without Mines has cleared mines from about a million square 
metres of land in the municipality of Donji Vakuf. Today there 
are more than 750 farming families here, and 110 of them 
grow soft fruit. According to the chairman of the local council, 
Huso Sušic, more and more families are getting involved in 
this promising industry.

So when frozen raspberries appear on the menu in Swit-
zerland, it’s quite likely that they were grown on a former 
minefield.

IMPRESSUM

SUCCESSES: MOZAMBIQUE

Mine-free 
since 2015 

Even 30 years after the war, 
there were still 200,000 
mines in Mozambique. Now 
the land has been cleared – 
a big success, not least for 
World Without Mines.

The very last land mine in Mo-
zambique was destroyed in 
September 2015 – accompa-
nied by a loud explosion. Like 
most of the mines, it had been 
laid close to a strategically 
important installation. Alto-
gether, over 50 million square 
metres of land were cleared.

World Without Mines has 
worked in Mozambique for 
11 years and cleared about 
a million square metres; we 
have also informed thousands 
of people about the dangers of 
mines and other munitions. 
We would like to thank all our 
donors for this important suc-
cess.
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